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Bunko Brings Bright Blessings
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The birthday party held Dec. 12 in Rock Hill, S.C.,
looked like most others. Streamers were strewn
about the room and balloons hung high with the
help of helium. Party hats sat upon the tables and
yummy cupcakes beckoned before being devoured.
But what appeared to be ordinary was really not so
typical. The party being held was at the Children’s
Attention Home (CAH), a shelter for children, and
the hostesses were a group of enthusiastic
volunteers.
Bright Blessings, formerly Birthday Blessings,
began in 2005 as a family service project. Founders
Amy and John Cervantes wanted to raise their
children with a love and commitment for giving to
others in need. What began as a monthly birthday
party at one homeless shelter in 2005 is now a
thriving nonprofit that operates three programs
serving homeless children and families across
multiple counties in the greater Charlotte region.
This particular party, bringing joy and smiles to
about 30 children at CAH, was one of many
occurring on the same day … a priceless event that
could not be put on without the help of numerous
helpers.
Though many volunteers choose to lend their time
on a regular basis, the “adopt-a-party” program is
another wonderful opportunity for others to step in.
For Janet Haas, who has been very involved with
the organization for the past two years, it was the
perfect way to get her friends involved, too.
Janet’s bunko group, which originated in Cameron
Woods in 2002, has 12 regular attendees. Some of
the women have moved out of the neighborhood,
but they continue to make it a point to meet
monthly. When Janet introduced the idea of
adopting a party, the vote was unanimous and
enthusiastic.
“Everyone was so moved by this shelter (CAH) in
particular,” Janet says. “We are all parents. To think
of these kids spending the holidays with no parents
really just tugged at our heartstrings.”
“As soon as it came up, everyone wanted to get
involved,” says another bunko group member
named Pam. With two kids whom she and her
husband adopted as infants, this service project in
particular hit a soft spot within her.
For two months, the ladies banked their bunko
contributions with the goal of helping support and
fund parts of the party. Generally, groups who adopt
a party have more say in regards to the happenings
of the party; they work with BB and it’s volunteer



coordinators
to determine
themes,
activities
and party
programs
and bring
coordinating
decorations,
sweets and
goodies. But

as a rule, all parties occurring in
December are holiday-related, with
planned activities supported through
Bright Blessings fundraising and
community events. One of these
activities is the organization’s annual
Trim-A-Tree project that provides
small tabletop trees and bags of
ornaments and trimmings to all of
the homeless children at the shelters
it serves. With this project in mind,
the ladies raised the funds and
gathered to purchase and assemble
supplies for the tree project in
addition to other decorations,
goodies and more.
This party was to honor two boys
with December birthdays – one, who
was turning 2, and another, turning
12. Guests included kids from the
home who ranged in age from 2 to
17.
The kids arrived at 2 p.m. ready to
party. They took their seats at the
tables that had been set for them and
began with the first activity:
decorating a small tree. They
festooned the Christmas symbol
with ribbon, bells, and little
ornaments. For most of the kids, this
was the only tree they would have
this holiday season, and they would
be able to take it to their rooms with

them. Other crafts followed; Bright
Blessings supplied mugs to decorate and
gave out coloring books with crayons
that the kids could take away with
them, plus foam-type holiday crafts –
perfect for the littler ones.
Holiday bingo and Christmas
Pictionary brought smiles and laughter
to not only the boys and girls, but to the
ladies hosting, as well. The hostesses
then passed out Bright Blessings annual
holiday “goody bags” to all the children
– stockings stuffed with gender- and
age-appropriate items and a book for
each child. The birthday boys received
special gifts donated to Bright Blessings
by members of the community.
Though much fun had been had at
this point, the kids were delighted to
know what was in store for them next:
the ladies had baked up batches of
cupcakes for everyone to enjoy. The
juice boxes and ice-cream cups were
also a hit.
While most of us parents get to take
our children home following a
celebration, these kids headed back to
the shelter – a wonderful one, at that,
but the reality is that these children do
not have homes or parents to care for
them. That’s why volunteers can make
such a big difference in their lives
through something so simple as a
birthday party.
Tammy Thompson serves as the York
County Volunteer Party Coordinator
for Bright Blessings, a position that
brings her tremendous joy. CAH is one
of the two
shelters she
oversees for
BB. “I
wanted to do
something
where I
could bring
my family; I
wanted to be
able to
engage my
children.
Being a part
of this
organization
has really
enriched our
lives. Most
of the time I
enjoy it as
much as the
kids (at the
shelter) do!”

Want to get involved?

Bright Blessings offers an abundance of
options to get you and/or your family or
group involved. There are many ways for
families, students, faith-based communities,
businesses, and social/civic groups to
participate.

On-site opportunities are occasionally
available at their new location in Matthews
for special projects. Call 704.846.2329 to
find out more.

Making candy necklaces is a great way
to engage kids of all ages; the finished
products are enjoyed at all of the parties.
Individually wrapped candy, sheets of
cellophane paper, and ribbon are used to
wrap candy items in sections, a simple
yet satisfying task.

Assemble goody bags by donating items
of your group’s choice and then working
together to fill and assemble fun and cre-
ative giveaways.

Adopt-a-party as this bunko group did.
Work with Bright Blessings’ volunteer
coordinators to help plan party activities,
sponsor the supplies, goody bags, cake and
other party needs and volunteer on the big
day. Though some of the shelters served do
not permit youth volunteers on site due to
sensitivity or privacy situations, the whole
family can participate in the preparation.

Individual opportunities abound: sorting
and organizing donations, wrapping and
assembling packages,
organizing party sup-
plies, etc., are volunteer
opportunities on an
ongoing basis.
Volunteer positions
such as the one Tammy
Thompson holds are
always available, too.

Find out more about the organization and
its volunteer opportunities by visiting
www.birthdayblessings.org/.

There are also numerous chances to get
involved at the Children’s Attention
Home. From playing a sport to teaching the
children how to dance, or simply playing
games with them or sharing your knowl-
edge of a particular skill, you or your group
can most certainly help out. Contact Janet
Knight at jknight@attentionhome.org to
find out more.
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