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Bright Blessings to host ribbon-cutting, volunteer day at future new location  
CPCC student volunteers to spend the day painting as part of annual MLK Day Challenge 

 

(Charlotte, N.C., January 13, 2010) – Bright Blessings (formerly Birthday Blessings), a volunteer-led 

nonprofit serving homeless children and families across the greater Charlotte region, will host a ribbon-cutting event 

and volunteer work day to celebrate plans for its new location in Matthews, North Carolina.   
 

Bright Blessings is preparing to move its headquarters to Matthews.  This spring, the organization will open the 

doors to its new facility, The Giving Village, a concept inspired by the nonprofit’s founding goal of providing 

relevant, hands-on volunteer opportunities for children—and people of all ages—in a safe, comfortable and uplifting 

environment.   The nearly 4,000 square foot facility located at 608-A Matthews-Mint Hill Road will be home to the 

Bright Blessings programs and its supporting projects, and will host hundreds of volunteers and visitors monthly.  

Each aspect of the organization and its program services will be brought to life in the form of a small town operated 

by its “villagers”—a community of volunteers.   
 

“The concept of this new location, The Giving Village, goes to the heart of what Bright Blessings is all about,” says 

Bill Gill, chair of Bright Blessings’ board of directors.  “Founded by two everyday people in our community looking 

to make a difference—and grown through countless hours of service by a countless number of volunteers—the spirit 

of this organization and its impact in the lives of homeless children is truly evident in the spirit of its volunteers.”   
 

To celebrate this new location and to commence the facility’s up fit process, Bright Blessings is hosting a ribbon-

cutting event and volunteer work day on Monday, January 17.   The ribbon-cutting ceremony will begin at 10:30 

a.m., and attendees will be treated to coffee and refreshments, including fresh breakfast muffins courtesy of Suzi 

Allora of Suzi Skinny Cakes, a Bright Blessings program partner.  Student volunteers from CPCC will be on hand to 

help paint as part of the school’s annual MLK Day Challenge service day, in addition to scores of Bright Blessings 

volunteers who will volunteer throughout the day to assist with various projects.  Volunteers will be treated to 

special t-shirts generously donated by Matthews-based John Street Graphics, and longtime Bright Blessings partner 

Wolfman Pizza will be donating pizza lunch for all of the hard-working volunteers.   
 

General contracting and interior renovations for The Giving Village are being sponsored by Morris and Moffitt, Inc., 

with consultation services by ZFI Builders.  Donation and installation of office furniture and shelving units are being 

provided by Office Environments.  Elite Flooring is donating new floors for several of the facility areas, and 

Hightech Signs is providing an exterior building sign.  Early financial sponsors of this new location include W.H. 

Gill & Associates; Triune Capital Advisors; Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice; M. Jennings Partners; and Dixon 

Hughes.     

 

Bright Blessings began in 2005 as a family service project created by Mint Hill couple Amy and John Cervantes as 

way to help children in need while fostering a love for volunteerism in their own young children.  In 2008, they 

incorporated their service venture as a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit, quickly expanding the organization’s programs 

and services.  Today, Bright Blessings operates two core programs, Bless-A-Birthday and Bless-A-Baby, and 

numerous supporting projects that reach more than 2,000 homeless children and families annually.  Thanks to the 

success of its volunteer-led infrastructure and many dedicated supporters, this non-profit helps help brighten the lives 

of children in need every day.   After 18 months of development and preparation, the Bright Blessings National 

Affiliate Network is scheduled to officially launch in early 2011.  Several pilot affiliate chapters are already under 

way in cities across the country. 
 

For more information, go to www.BrightBlessingsUSA.org.   
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