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Bright Blessings gets new home 

Agency provides birthday parties for homeless children. 

By Melinda Johnston 

Special Correspondent 

Bright Blessings, the organization that provides birthday parties for homeless 

children, is relocating in Matthews. 

"It's amazing how the Charlotte community has wrapped itself around this organization, helping it grow to 

where it is today," said Amy Cervantes, co-founder and volunteer executive director of the 6-year-old nonprofit. 

Cervantes said she and co-founder John Cervantes, her husband, "are constantly humbled by how much Bright 

Blessings has expanded and how many lives are being impacted. ... Our community is truly remarkable." 

The Cervanteses started what then was Birthday Blessings in their Mint Hill home in 2005 as a way to show 

their two sons the importance of giving back. The family chose to throw a birthday party for children in a 

homeless shelter. 

The family quickly realized they were filling a niche few people knew existed, and soon the effort took over 

every spare inch of their home. 

In 2008, they registered as a charity and moved to a one-room office in Matthews. A year later, they had grown 

so rapidly that they moved to a building across town. 

But most of their volunteers came from the Matthews-Mint Hill-Stallings-Indian Trail area, and the scope of 

their service grew exponentially. Last year, volunteers donated nearly 8,000 hours serving more than 2,000 

children and families. 

So they needed even more space. "We wanted bigger space, but we wanted to go somewhere with a sense of 

community even though we serve children in four counties. Our home community is the Matthews-Mint Hill 

area and I can't think of a better place to be," Cervantes said. 

Monday they cut the ribbon on their future home, a 4,000-square-foot space in the Matthews Business Center, 

608 Matthews-Mint Hill Road. 

The new headquarters is being designed as "The Giving Village," a concept inspired by the group's founding 

goal of providing relevant, hands-on volunteer opportunities for children - and people of all ages - in a safe, 

comfortable and uplifting environment.  

More Information 

Bright Blessings has many volunteer opportunities for individuals and groups of all ages and skill levels. It also 

has scheduled several workdays to complete the transformation of its headquarters from an empty office 

building to The Giving Village. To help, visit www.BrightBlessingsUSA.org or call 704-846-2329.  
 

http://www.brightblessingsusa.org/

